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1883. just declined to renew the Commercial Treaty.
But, improbable as invasion through a tunnel
might be, there are risks, even remote risks, too
tremendous to be run.

dumber- Although Mr. Chamberlain was successful in his
speeches, own department, he gave his chief at this time a
good deal of anxiety. The duty of a Cabinet
Minister is not precisely defined in any book, and
in some respects it hardly admits of accurate
definition. He is of course bound to defend, in or
out of Parliament, the policy and the measures of
his colleagues as if they were his own. How far
is he at liberty to express in public opinions which
they do not share ? Some amount of individual
freedom has always been claimed and acknow-
ledged, as with Catholic Emancipation in the
Cabinet of Lord Liverpool, and Italian independ-
ence or American union in the Cabinet of Lord
Palmerston. Mr. Gladstone himself had exercised
a good deal of private judgment in discussing, when
he was Chancellor of the Exchequer, the public
expenditure of his colleagues. Now it was Mr.
Chamberlain's turn, and the Prime Minister did
not like it. In the middle of June an interesting
celebration was held at Birmingham with the
object of doing honour to John Bright, who had
been forty years in Parliament, and twenty-five
years Member for the borough. Mr. Chamberlain,
who attended as his colleague in the company of
Lord Granville, took or made an opportunity of
declaring for the disestablishment of the Church,
manhood suffrage, equal electoral districts, and
payment of Members. He also used language
which was construed at Windsor to imply satisfac-
tion at the absence of Royalty, and referred to the
" so-called rights of property." That Lord Salis-
bury should denounce this language as Jacobinical,
and as "a new, a sinister, a most terrible feature